
To my very dear Westbury Family, near and far, 

      I am sorry that it has taken me some time to write to you. I need to 

thank you for the immeasurable love and support that you have shown to my 

family and me over these past few years.  The genuine inquiries about how 

things were or are, offers to help, generous gifts, deeply sympathetic and 

supportive conversations, texts, smiles and hugs…My heart could burst with 

gratitude for the lengths you have gone to keep me standing up, for trying to 

make my children smile and keeping a torch lit through the darkness until the 

sun can come up again.  

      I know we are not the first, nor will we be the last to experience 

sorrow and loss but just as others know, this undertaking is uniquely ours to 

now navigate.  The African proverb comes to mind, “A smooth sea has never 

made a skilled sailor.”  Yes, that is true, but can I tell you how much of 

a comfort it is to have crewmates with such deftly hidden wings? I have 

included the prayer of St. Francis of Assisi below because in this time 

you have been the eyes that have seen, and the hands and voices that have 

come in to offer hope amidst despair, light in the darkness, joy during 

sadness, and  a reaffirmation of  faith as the embodiment of the Divine.  

If only the world could take note of the love here in Westbury… 

 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

and where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

 
      I don’t know if I have accomplished thanking you or if I can ever fully 
convey my gratitude to you with these words, but once again,thank you so, 

so very much for all the love and support for my children and me.  I am 

 

                                                                                          

Immensely grateful, 

 
Maria Jorglewich 

 

            

 

 
                                                                    
 



                                                       
 


