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Message From
Your Presidents

Dear Westbury Retirees,
We wish everyone a happy and

healthy 2019.
Everyone should have received the

new WSR directory. Please forward any
changes to Judy Bernstein at: 

WSRetirees@gmail.com
Our Fall luncheon meeting was held

at The Jolly Fisherman in Roslyn. A
good time was had by all.

Our Holiday Luncheon was held at
the Westbury Manor. There were many
items donated for the Holiday
Scholarship raffle thanks to everyone’s
donations. This year we had a Chinese
Auction, where raffle tickets were sold
and members placed their tickets by
each gift of their choice. We raised $477
for the Scholarship Fund.

You can still donate to this year’s
Scholarship Fund. Please send a check,
payable to WSR, to:

Connie Champlin, 
157 Rushmore Street
Westbury, NY 11590

Be safe and warm during the rest of
the Winter. We look forward to seeing
you at the Spring Luncheon Meeting in
June.

~ Dorie & Grace

WESTBURY RETIREES
SPRING 2019

Grace Bryant & 
Dorie Ciulla......................Co-Presidents   

Marge Parente &
Diane Watson..........Co-Vice Presidents

Consuelo Champlin....................Treasurer
Cathy Handy............................... Secretary
Judy Bernstein................Communications
Camille Lupa...........................Scholarship 
Carol Gardiner.....................Vote-Cope & 

WTA Liaison
Pat Frances...............Breast Cancer Walk

Executive Board

Enjoy
Ret i r emen t !



Reminder: Please send change of address
information to: 

Westbury Schools Retirees 
157 Rushmore St., Westbury, NY 11590 

as well as
Westbury Public Schools, Bus. Office,

2 Hitchcock Lane, 
Old Westbury, NY 11568.
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Date: September 26, 2018
Place: Jolly Fisherman • Roslyn, New York
Time: 12 noon – 2:30 PM
Attendance: Judy Bernstein, Fred
Brunnemer, Andrea Burnham, Grace Bryant,
Mary Lou Cancellieri, Consuelo Champlin,
Dorie Ciulla, Carol Gardiner, Joe Gregson, Al
Handy, Cathy Handy, Mary Harris, Rhoda
(Chickie) Kaufman, Jo Krawczyk, Gail
Meschkow, Donna Milgrom, Kathleen Olson,
Cindy Paterno, Michele Ricco, Karen Ross,
Louisa Vanadia, Virginia Zucal. 

1. Co-President Connie Champlin wel-
comed everyone to the luncheon. She gave a
special shout-out to the new retirees of the
Class of 2018 who attended the fall luncheon.
from Powells Lane School: Mary Harris,
Mary Lou Cancellieri, and Karen Ross -
Michele Ricco from Park Ave. School.

2. We said our last official good-bye to Nora
Friedl, Treasurer of our Association for many,
many years. Connie Champlin is taking over
as Treasurer but that leaves a vacancy in the
Co-President category. 

Please-please-please consider serving in
this capacity alongside Grace Bryant. Nora
moved to Henderson, Nevada to be closer to
her daughter, son-in-law and grandchildren.
We wish Nora and her husband Paul many
years of happiness.

3. Carol Gardiner distributed Vote/Cope
Pension Deduction Authorization Cards to
members who wish to have their payments
made directly from their pensions rather than
sending in checks.

4. Sad News: We just learned of the passing

of Gladys Nielson, ENL teacher at the High
School. She just retired this year. We send our
condolences to her family.  

5. We hope that our members who were
impacted by Hurricanes Florence and Michael
have recovered from these two catastrophes.     

6.  Retirees who are not paying dues will be
taken off the Association list. Don’t forget:
dues are $20 per year. Once you reach your
80th birthday dues are only $10 per year; at
age 90 no dues payment is required.
7. RC-19 NEWS: Grace Bryant gave a
report on RC-19 activities. She gave the new
retirees membership handbooks. RC-19 meets
once a month (2nd Tuesday) at 9:45 AM. There
is no charge to attend and breakfast is includ-
ed. So much information is given out at these
meetings that we really need 2 people to
attend each meeting. Contact Grace Bryant if
you can attend with her.

RC-19 is asking for retirees to man the
phones for the November election. Phone con-
tact increases the number of people voting.
60% of teachers vote and 30% of the general
population votes. If you want to make phone
calls, you will be given a script to follow.

NYSUT would not be endorsing political
candidates who do not openly take a position
on the APR being included in evaluation of
teachers.

NYSUT takes a position against charter
schools.  

WSR Minutes
Fall Luncheon-Meeting

~Cathy Handy 
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Beautify the
Westbury Children’s

Library
Do you knit or crochet?

We are seeking donations of
knitted or crocheted flowers for
a community art project. Any
pattern, any color! 
We would love to decorate the

library with a garden of com-
munity-created flowers!

Creativity and fun are more
important than perfection.

Completed flower projects can
be mailed to: 

Westbury Children’s Library 
445 Jefferson Street 
Westbury, NY 11590

This is an ongoing project with
no deadline for submission of
flowers. 

Members age 80-89 
Pay half the amount of the 

annual dues ($10). 

Over 90 Club
has no membership fee! Just sign

up and become a 
Life Member!

Congratulations

Al and Cathy Handy
welcomed their first grandchild 

on March 22, 2019.
Little Byron weighed 7 lbs 6 oz.

and was 21 inches long.

Sue and Brian Moors
welcomed their 5th grandchild

on Monday, March 25.
Ellery Mae’s proud parents are

Corey and Kelly Moors
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The 2018 Holiday Luncheon-Meeting was
held on Wednesday, December 12, 2018 at the
Westbury Manor. Forty members and 2 guests
attended the luncheon. 
Attendance: Consuelo Champlin, Judy
Bernstein, Al Handy, Cathy Handy, Rose
Moderno, Jackie Mazza, Margo Burgois, Pat
McCormack, Sue Moors, Carol Gardiner,
Annie Hurst-Smith, Marilyn Sporty, Indy
Singh (guest), Fred Brunnemer, Donna
Milgrom (guest), Joe Gregson, Chickie
Kaufman, Grace Bryant, Sue Nettler, Jo
Krawczyk, Louisa Vanadia, Mary Harris,
Karen Ross, Mary Lou Cancielleri, Mary
Mayrick, Marge Parente, Virginia Zucal,
Mike Carpenter, Roseanne Carroll, Dorie
Ciulla, O’Neil Eastman, Irene Hylton,
Camille Lupa, Patricia Massa, Kathleen
Olson, Kathleen O’Shea, Andrea Burnham,
Ann Alexander, Maria Arxer, Cindy Paterno,
Ann Sela, and Diane Watson.

Connie Champlin welcomed everyone to
the luncheon and thanked everyone for the
donated raffle prizes. There was a huge array
of beautiful prizes including handmade
scarves and hats from Gail Meshkow and
Connie Champlin. Marge Parente and
Camille Lupa coordinated the raffle in the
style of a Chinese Auction. We all had a
chance to put our tickets in the cup by the
prize we most wanted to win. In between
courses Connie picked out the winning ticket
for each prize. The proceeds from the raffle
go to our Scholarship Fund. $477.00 was
donated from the raffle.

The Westbury Manor prepared a delicious
meal for us and a special dessert. 

We all enjoyed the celebration and the time
we spent visiting with our old friends.
Dorie Ciulla has volunteered to serve as Co-
President with Grace Bryant. Dorie is replac-
ing Connie Champlin who replaced Nora
Friedl as Treasurer of the WSR. Dorie was a
Spanish Teacher at the Middle School and
High School and also served as an Assistant
Principal at the High School. Welcome to the
Team, Dorie! Thanks to Dorie for joining the
Executive Board of the WSR and many many
thanks to Connie Champlin for her years of
service as Co-President and continuing to
serve in her new position.

WSR Minutes
2018 Holiday

Luncheon-Meeting
~Cathy Handy 

Follow Our Teachers
Our own Judy Bernstein is being honored

by the National Council of Jewish Women,
Peninsula Section and Long Island Sections at
its 24th Annual “Women Who Make A
Difference” Luncheon to be held on
Wednesday, May 1st. Like so many of our
members, Judy spends countless hours volun-
teering — devoting her retirement to helping
others. Besides her role as Technology
Director for the WSR, Judy is involved in the
Caring Community of Temple Am Echad
where she began her pursuit of Social Justice.
Judy serves as recording secretary of both
Women of Am Echad and NCJW Peninsula
Section. Judy is also the chair of the Sneaker
Department at the Back 2 School Store which
provides free new clothing, sneakers, and
other items to help children with their back to
school needs. In addition to these activities
Judy participates in yoga, plays mah jongg,
enjoys singing in the Temple choir, skiing,
sailing, biking, reading and community the-
atre. And, Judy still reserves precious time for
her husband of 61 years, her children and
grandchildren.
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Newsy Notes:

Kathleen Totman wrote a note to us
last year and included the following: “As a
retired Westbury teacher, I would like to
express my thanks to the Executive Board for
their dedication and hard work during the past
13 years. For those of us who no longer live
on Long Island, the communications regularly
received have helped to keep in touch with
friends and colleagues. Sincere thanks for all
your (WSR) efforts!”

Esther Kosakoff: “It’s really wonder-
ful all the work that you do. I personally thank
you (WSR) for all of your efforts. Thank you
also for sending me the Vote/Cope applica-
tion. I will be seeing Lillian (Zarcone) and
Adrienne (Ginsburg) after the holidays and
will be sure to send them your best. I have
some very fond memories of Park Avenue
School

Mike Burger: “Since 2012 we have
been living in South Carolina and we have
been hurricane educated! Life is great down
here.”

Lori Tremblay: “Hope all is well. I
love retirement ~ taking care of my grandchil-
dren a few days a week and loving it!”
Congratulations go out to the newest doctor
in the house: Dr. O’Neil Eastman, we are
very proud of you and we know that you had
to put in many hours of reading, listening,
thinking and writing to achieve this honor. 

Follow Our Students

Alvita Mack, Westbury High School
Class of 2004, wrote this
children’s book. Alvita
taught in the Uniondale
School District and is cur-
rently teaching and coordi-
nating the ENL (English as
a New language) Program
at PS 132 in the South
Bronx. Alvita said that her
8-year-old son Roman, inspired her to write
this book. Alvita lives in Bellmore with her
husband, Kevin and son.
      WHS alum, Ian James, aka “William
Electric Black” recently brought a new show
to life. “Betty and the Belrays” which played
at the Theatre for the New City in
January/February, 2019.   
      Ian won several Emmy awards for his
work on Sesame Street and a Regional
Theater Tony Award for he and his fellow
“LaMama” staff in 2018. Ian also directed the
La MaMa’s Poetry Electric Series.

*****************
      After graduating from WHS in 2012, Luis
Tolosa went on to study engineering at
Columbia University and graduated in 2016.
Recently, he was featured in the LI Business
Section of Newsday in an article entitled
“Building A Tech Future.”
      Luis worked with “We Connect the Dots,
Inc.” where he introduced tech careers to mid-
dle and high school students, working with
current WHS students. He is currently work-
ing on virtual reality projects for a visual
effects company in Manhattan.
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GIVE TO VOTE COPE!
What Is Vote-Cope?

Vote-Cope is the Committee on Political
Education, the non-partisan political action
arm of NYSUT and its affiliates. It supports
union backed candidates and campaign
committees that support education and labor.

This spring, the Westbury School Retirees
received the AFT Partners in Political
Education Award in recognition of its contri-
butions to Vote-Cope. We are very pleased to
have been recognized for our efforts to
support Vote-Cope.                                                                                                               

Pension deduction is the easiest way to
make a contribution to Vote-Cope. We suggest
a contribution of fifty dollars a year spread out
over each month’s pension check, but any
amount will be appreciated. Just complete the
Pension Deduction Authorization Card and
mail it to: Carol Gardiner, 178 Hopper St.,
Westbury, NY 11590. You can also contribute
with a check or cash. Checks should be
payable to Vote-Cope and sent to my address.
The following retirees are contributing to 
Our retiree unit has over 109 members who
are eligible for payroll deduction. Please con-
sider contributing through pension deduction.
In addition we are eligible to receive back
20% of the amount we contribute. 

(Contributions to Vote-Cope are not tax deductible.)

~ Carol Gardiner

Familiarize yourself
with the

NYSUT website 

Check out:
• Professional Center 
• Member Services
• News 
• Resources 
• NYSUT Information • NYSUT Trusts

Keep C
urrent

www.ny
sut.org

If you are using any
NYSUT services, you
must maintain your

membership in WSR if you
retired in 2004 or later.

IRMAA (Income-Related Monthly
Adjustment Amount) is the reimburse-ment for retirees who are receivingMEDICARE: If you have any questions regardingIRMAA, please contact:
Ms. Signe Fitzpatrick (516-874-1809)Benefits Department, Westbury Public Schools2 Hitchcock Lane, Old Westbury, NY 11568sfitzpatrick@westburyschools.org

Earlier this year, Senate leadership announced
support for making the tax cap permanent.
NYSUT opposes any legislation that would

make the current tax cap permanent without
key reforms. The tax cap places an unconstitu-
tional supermajority requirement on votes for
school budgets seeking to increase the school
funding tax levy by more than 2% or the rate
of inflation, whichever is less.



7 7

LEGACY OF RONALD DOBSON
Ronald Dobson was a legend in the Westbury

Public Schools.  In the years from 1963 - 2012 Ron
taught Latin, Regents Competency Global Studies
and Mathematics, as well as Driver’s Education at
Westbury High School.  He also served an additional
role in his students lives as a guidance counselor.
Ron’s profound influence as both a teacher and coun-
selor had such impact on his students that they dedi-
cated the 1974 Wing And Spur Yearbook in his honor.
The inscription of dedication found in its front cover
is Ron’s legacy to Westbury High School:

“Through the years that make up our high school
experience we come in contact with many people and
ideas, some of which we accept and make a part of
ourselves and some we choose to disregard.  There
are special people who have a profound effect upon
us as we stumble over the obstacles in our paths.  He
has been there, at the right place, at the right time, to
guide us and help us find a direction.   

He has been more than a teacher, he has been a
friend, whose reach exceeded the confines of the
classroom.  He has been a speaker, but more impor-
tant, he has been a listener. His positive encourage-
ment inspired our creativity and his pleasant easy-
going manner reassured us in times of conflict.  

It is not possible to measure the time, and thought
he has given us through all his efforts.  As a profes-
sional, his reward exists in our desire to continue to
build upon the wisdom and good sense he has shared
with us.  As a man, it will come in knowing he has
touched us.”    

Ron will be eternally missed, but he lives on in his
students.

~ James Dobson, Son

Gladys Nielson, an ENL teacher who
taught at the high school for 24 years, passed
away after a long illness. She had just retired
in June of 2018.

Gladys had a great personality inside and
outside of the classroom. She was a devoted
educator who deeply cared about her stu-
dents. She was always willing to help her stu-
dents and colleagues. Gladys was a great lis-
tener and a great contributor. To know Gladys
was to know kindness.

Eleanor Merritt Darlington passed away
at her home in Sarasota, Florida on January
16, 2019. Ellie taught art at Westbury Junior
High School and Senior High School dating
back to the 60’s. Ellie was the first African-
American art teacher and department chair in
the Westbuty School District. She was an
early member of the Long Island Black
Artists Association. She is survived by her
two daughters: Lori Merritt and Dr. Lisa
Merritt who both graduated from Westbury
High School.
     Ellie founded and was a member of
Women Contemporary Artists. She was also
an early supporter of the Sarasota Black
Achievers, State College of Florida Family
Heritage House Museum and board member
of the West Coast Black Theatre Troupe. She
believed that “Art can open a window in time
- it speaks to the heritage of the past, but car-
ries these traditions into the future.

In Memoriam
Mary Mayrick on the passing of her father,
Jake Donaldson on March 17. Condolence
messages may be sent to: Mrs. Mary Mayrick
and Family, 57 Bowman Lane, Kings Park,
NY 11754.
Pat Yula on the passing of his wife,
Stephanie, on January 16, 2019. Pat’s address
is 31 John Street, Plainview, any 11803

Condolences to
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End-of-year Luncheon
Tuesday, June 18, 2019

12 Noon - 2:30 pm

Galleria Dominick
238 Post Avenue, Westbury, NY

MENU
Glass of wine

Hors d’oevres, Salad
Entree Choice: Chicken, Veal or Fish

Fruit Plate, Coffee, Soda, Cappaccino, Espresso

$42 per person ~ RSVP by 
Friday, June 7, 2019

Make checks payable to WSR and mail to:
Ms. Connie Champlin
157 Rushmore Street
Westbury, NY 115690


